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CHAPTER 1 
ELK RIVER WATERSHED VALUES 

 
The Elk River drainage is valued for its fish, wildlife, clean water, scenery, timber, and recreation.  The 
watershed is representative of other old-growth ecosystems along the Southern Oregon coast, and includes 
habitat for old-growth associated species such as the northern spotted owl.   
 
Because Elk River flows directly into the Pacific Ocean it provides habitat for anadromous fish and 
sea-going animals such as the marbled murrelet.  The Elk River fish hatchery supplements native fish 
populations and is important as a source of anadromous fish for the region. 
 
The Siskiyou Forest Plan (1989), as amended by the NFP (1994) provides management direction for 
Forest Service managed lands within the Elk River watershed (Figure 1 displays these land allocations).  
The values for which Elk River is managed include: wilderness, botanical values, scenery, river- and 
watershed-related values, and general forest uses including timber production. 
 
Figure 1: Land allocations in the Siskiyou Forest Plan and the NFP (ROD).  See Appendix A, Elk 
River Management Land Allocations. 
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In 1992, the Forest Service solicited and received written public comment on the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the Elk River Wild and Scenic Management Plan (DEIS).  Although people directed 
comments to the management alternatives described in the DEIS, their comments generally reflected the 
wide spectrum of public uses and values of the Elk River watershed.  Most comments expressed values 
which are easily quantified, but many described feelings and values which are qualitative and/or difficult to 
verbalize, such as "security values" (FEMAT 1993).  These qualitative comments deal with emotion, 
experience, and feelings such as the value of a scene or place felt by a painter (Schroeder 1993), the 
magnetic pull a person feels to be near nature, or the experience of living in the mountains or near the 
ocean.  The collection of comments found in this chapter represents the common themes and sentiments 
expressed about the Elk River. 
 

"I am a native Oregonian who believes that timber can be harvested as a crop and that a sustained yield 
can be maintained without harm to the Elk River." 

 
"I live in Bandon and the people around here want local involvement, and would like to see finished 
products come from this wood..." 

 
"We care about families, jobs and access to natural resources.  We also care about clean water that 
salmon and trout can spawn in..." 

 
"...I personally love the natural unspoiled beauty of the Elk River." 

 
"Our family enjoys the beauty of the Elk River wilderness and I would like to share `the Elk' with my 
grandchildren." 

 
"My sons and I enjoy our annual visits to Oregon for steelhead and salmon fishing..."  

 
"You need to recognize that Elk River is extremely important on a region-wide basis, because so many of 
our other salmon rivers have been severely damaged." 

 
"I can't help but feel that Elk River is a small jewel in the forest crown worthy of your most diligent 
stewardship." 

 
"I feel the only way to manage this fragile ecosystem is keep the old-growth forest ecosystem intact.  We 
must save our old-growth Forests..."  

 
"I feel the prime objectives should be protection of fish habitat..." 

 
"I have been a fisherman's wife and I want to protect the rivers so we will always have salmon." 

 
"It should be respected for its recreational, wildlife, and fishery values." 

 
"I like roads for fire control access as well as mineral exploration and mining, and for logging." 

 
"I would like to see maximum protection of an area I enjoy experiencing so much." 

 
"With so many of the coastal towns dependent upon tourism and salmon fishing, we need to make every 
effort to keep our rivers clean." 

 
"The Siskiyou N.F. needs to work more closely with local conservationists..." 
 
"We want to see forestry practices improved." 
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The comments provide a synopsis of human values and uses of the watershed.  A classification system for 
social values for forest resources includes:  commodity values, amenity values, environmental quality 
values, ecological values, public use values and spiritual values (Stankey and Clark 1992).  Using this 
classification, all of the social value categories were addressed except for spiritual  values.  Although these 
values were inherent in many of the comments, they were difficult to isolate without additional work more 
appropriate to specific, project-related planning.     
 
These public values and uses help shape the goals for resource management and help identify "Key 
Questions" which determine the emphasis areas and depth of the watershed analysis.  The document is 
organized by the categories of values specific to the Elk River watershed:  
   

Commodity Values  
    local employment relating to timber harvest 
    local employment relating to farming 
    fishing 
    special use products  

Amenity Values  
    scenery  

Public Use Values   
    access and travel 
    recreation 
    landownership and management policy 

Environmental Quality Values  
    water quality  

Ecological Values   
    protection of forest and biodiversity  
   protection of wildlife habitats 
    protection of fish habitat 
   protection of unique and special habitats 
   
 


